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CHAPTER III






Uses of Symbolism




The attitude of mankind towards symbolism
exhibits an unstable mixture of attraction and
repulsion. The practical intelligence, the
theoretical desire to pierce to ultimate fact, and ironic
critical impulses have contributed the chief
motives towards the repulsion from symbolism.
Hard-headed men want facts and not symbols. A
clear theoretic intellect, with its generous
enthusiasm for the exact truth at all costs and hazards,
pushes aside symbols as being mere make-believes,
veiling and distorting that inner sanctuary of
simple truth which reason claims as its own. The
ironic critics of the follies of humanity have
performed notable service in clearing away the
lumber of useless ceremony symbolizing the
degrading fancies of a savage past. The repulsion from
symbolism stands out as a well-marked element in
the cultural history of civilized people. There


can be no reasonable doubt but that this contin-
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