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uous criticism has performed a necessary service
in the promotion of a wholesome civilization,
both on the side of the practical efficiency of
organized society, and on the side of a robust
direction of thought.

No account of the uses of symbolism is
complete without this recognition that the symbolic
elements in life have a tendency to run wild, like
the vegetation in a tropical forest. The life of
humanity can easily be overwhelmed by its
symbolic accessories. A continuous process of
pruning, and of adaptation to a future ever requiring
new forms of expression, is a necessary function
in every society. The successful adaptation of
old symbols to changes of social structure is the
final mark of wisdom in sociological
statesmanship. Also an occasional revolution in 
symbolism is required.

There is, however, a Latin proverb upon which,
in our youth, some of us have been set to write
themes. In English it reads thus:—Nature,
expelled with a pitchfork, ever returns. This
proverb is exemplified by the history of symbolism.
However you may endeavour to expel it, it ever
returns. Symbolism is no mere idle fancy or
corrupt degeneration: it is inherent in the very tex-
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