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their own emotional efficacity: symbolic
transference invests their correlative meanings with some
or all of these attributes of the symbols, and
thereby lifts the meanings into an intensity of
definite effectiveness—as elements in knowledge,
emotion, and purpose,—an effectiveness which
the meanings may, or may not, deserve on their
own account. The object of symbolism is the
enhancement of the importance of what is
symbolized.

In a discussion of instances of symbolism, our
first difficulty is to discover exactly what is being
symbolized. The symbols are specific enough, but
it is often extremely difficult to analyse what lies
beyond them, even though there is evidently some
strong appeal beyond the mere ceremonial acts.

It seems probable that in any ceremonial which
has lasted through many epochs, the symbolic
interpretation, so far as we can obtain it, varies
much more rapidly than does the actual
ceremonial. Also in its flux a symbol will have
different meanings for different people. At any
epoch some people have the dominant mentality
of the past, some of the present, others of the
future, and others of the many problematic
futures which will never dawn. For these various
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