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span attained by any nation. The emergence of
life is better conceived as a bid for freedom on
the part of organisms, a bid for a certain
independence of individuality with self-interests and
activities not to be construed purely in terms of
environmental obligations. The immediate
effect of this emergence of sensitive individuality
has been to reduce the term of life for societies
from hundreds of millions of years to hundreds
of years, or even to scores of years.

The emergence of living beings cannot be
ascribed to the superior survival value either of the
individuals, or of their societies. National life
has to face the disruptive elements introduced by
these extreme claims for individual idiosyncrasies.
We require both the advantages of social
preservation, and the contrary stimulus of the
heterogeneity derived from freedom. The society is to
run smoothly amidst the divergencies of its
individuals. There is a revolt from the mere causal
obligations laid upon individuals by the social
character of the environment. This revolt first
takes the form of blind emotional impulse; and
later, in civilized societies, these impulses are
criticized and deflected by reason. In any case, there
are individual springs of action which escape from
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