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communal symbolism cannot rely for its
effectiveness on the frequent recurrence of almost identical
situations. But a disciplined regiment is trained
to act as a unit in a definite set of situations. The
bulk of human life escapes from the reach of this
military discipline. The regiment is drilled for
one species of job. The result is that there is
more reliance on automatism, and less reliance
on the appeal to ultimate reasons. The trained
soldier acts automatically on receiving the word
of command. He responds to the sound and cuts
out the idea; this is reflex action. But the appeal
to the deeper side is still important in an army;
although it is provided for in another set of
symbols, such as the flag, and the memorials of the
honourable service of the regiment, and other
symbolic appeals to patriotism. Thus in an army
there is one set of symbols to produce automatic
obedience in a limited set of circumstances, and
there is another set of symbols to produce a
general sense of the importance of the duties
performed. This second set prevents random
reflection from sapping automatic response to the
former set.

For the greater number of citizens of a state
there is in practice no reliable automatic obedi-
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