



	
	

	
	

	Page:Symbolism, Its Meaning and Effect.pdf/90

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.
78
SYMBOLISM, ITS MEANING AND EFFECT



losing the human being. Yet we know that at
least we are human beings; and half the
inspiration of our heroes is lost when we forget that
they were human beings.

I mention great Americans, because I am
speaking in America. But exactly the same truth holds
for the great men of all countries and ages.

The doctrine of symbolism developed in these
lectures enables us to distinguish between pure
instinctive action, reflex action, and symbolically
conditioned action. Pure instinctive action is
that functioning of an organism which is wholly
analysable in terms of those conditions laid upon
its development by the settled facts of its external
environment, conditions describable without any
reference to its perceptive mode of presentational
immediacy. This pure instinct is the response of
an organism to pure causal efficacy.

According to this definition, pure instinct is the
most primitive type of response which is yielded
by organisms to the stimulus of their environment.
All physical response on the part of inorganic
matter to its environment is thus properly to be
termed instinct. In the case of organic matter,
its primary difference from inorganic nature is
its greater delicacy of internal mutual adjustment
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