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SYMBOLISM, ITS MEANING AND EFFECT



cited by the words should fitly intensify our
emotions and feelings arising from contemplation of
the meaning. Further in language there is a
certain vagueness of symbolism. A word has a
symbolic association with its own history, its
other meanings, and with its general status in
current literature. Thus a word gathers
emotional signification from its emotional history in
the past; and this is transferred symbolically to
its meaning in present use.

The same principle holds for all the more
artificial sorts of human symbolism:—for example,
in religious art. Music is particularly adapted for
this symbolic transfer of emotions, by reason of
the strong emotions which it generates on its own
account. These strong emotions at once
overpower any sense that its own local relations are
of any importance. The only importance of the
local arrangement of an orchestra is to enable us
to hear the music. We do not listen to the music
in order to gain a just appreciation of how the
orchestra is situated. When we hear the hoot of
a motor car, exactly the converse situation arises.
Our only interest in the hoot is to determine a
definite locality as the seat of causal efficacy
determining the future.
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