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HOMER's ODYSSEY.
Book XVIII.



But, of Eurymachus enamour'd, oft 395

His lewd embraces met; she, with sharp speech

Reproachful, to Ulysses thus replied.

Why—what a brainsick vagabond art thou!

Who neither wilt to the smith's forge retire

For sleep, nor to the public portico, 400

But here remaining, with audacious prate

Disturb'st this num'rous company, restrain'd

By no respect or fear; either thou art

With wine intoxicated, or, perchance,

Art always fool, and therefore babblest now. 405

Say, art thou drunk with joy that thou hast foiled

The beggar Irus? Tremble, lest a man

Stronger than Irus suddenly arise,

Who on thy temples pelting thee with blows

Far heavier than his, shall drive thee hence 410

With many a bruise, and foul with thy own blood.

To whom Ulysses, frowning stern, replied.

Snarler! Telemachus shall be inform'd

This moment of thy eloquent harangue,

That he may hew thee for it, limb from limb. 415

So saying, he scared the women; back they flew

Into the house, but each with falt'ring knees

Through dread, for they believ'd his threats sincere.

He, then illumin'd by the triple blaze,

Watch'd close the lights, busy from hearth to hearth, 

But in his soul, meantime, far other thoughts 421

Revolved, tremendous, not conceived in vain.
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