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Who slaughter'd Agamemnon? Oh my friend!

(For with delight thy vig'rous growth I view,

And just proportion) be thou also bold, 380

And merit praise from ages yet to come.

But I will to my vessel now repair,

And to my mariners, whom, absent long,

I may perchance have troubled. Weigh thou well

My counsel; let not my advice be lost. 385

To whom Telemachus discrete replied.

Stranger! thy words bespeak thee much my friend,

Who, as a father teaches his own son,

Hast taught me, and I never will forget.

But, though in haste thy voyage to pursue, 390

Yet stay, that in the bath refreshing first

Thy limbs now weary, thou may'st sprightlier seek

Thy gallant bark, charged with some noble gift

Of finish'd workmanship, which thou shalt keep

As my memorial ever; such a boon 395

As men confer on guests whom much they love.

Then Pallas thus, Goddess cærulean-eyed.

Retard me not, for go I must; the gift

Which liberal thou desirest to bestow,

Give me at my return, that I may bear 400

The treasure home; and, in exchange, thyself

Expect some gift equivalent from me.

She spake, and as with eagle-wings upborne,

Vanish'd incontinent, but him inspired

With daring fortitude, and on his heart 405
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