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Meantime discoursing me on various themes.

The soul of my departed mother, next,

Of Anticleia came, daughter of brave 100

Autolycus; whom, when I sought the shores

Of Ilium, I had living left at home.

Seeing her, with compassion touch'd, I wept,

Yet even her, (although it pain'd my soul)

Forbad, relentless, to approach the blood, 105

Till with Tiresias I should first confer.

Then came the spirit of the Theban seer

Himself, his golden sceptre in his hand,

Who knew me, and, enquiring, thus began.

Why, hapless Chief! leaving the cheerful day, 110

Arriv'st thou to behold the dead, and this

Unpleasant land? but, from the trench awhile

Receding, turn thy faulchion keen away,

That I may drink the blood, and tell thee truth.

He spake; I thence receding, deep infix'd 115

My sword bright-studded in the sheath again.

The noble prophet then, approaching, drank

The blood, and, satisfied, address'd me thus.

Thou seek'st a pleasant voyage home again,

Renown'd Ulysses! but a God will make 120

That voyage difficult; for, as I judge,

Thou wilt not pass by Neptune unperceiv'd,

Whose anger follows thee, for that thou hast

Deprived his son Cyclops of his eye.

At length, however, after num'rous woes 125




Endured,
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