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HOMER's ODYSSEY.
Book XI.



Or in Orchomenos, or else beneath

My brother's roof in Sparta's wide domain?

For my Orestes is not yet a shade.

So he, to whom I answer thus return'd.

Atrides, ask not me. Whether he live, 560

Or have already died, I nothing know;

Mere words are vanity, and better spared.

Thus we discoursing mutual stood, and tears

Shedding disconsolate. The shade, meantime,

Came of Achilles, Peleus' mighty son; 565

Patroclus also, and Antilochus

Appear'd, with Ajax, for proportion just

And stature tall, (Pelides sole except)

Distinguish'd above all Achaia's sons.

The soul of swift Æacides at once 570

Knew me, and in wing'd accents thus began.

Brave Laertiades, for wiles renown'd!

What mightier enterprise than all the past

Hath made thee here a guest? rash as thou art!

How hast thou dared to penetrate the gloom 575

Of Ades, dwelling of the shadowy dead,

Semblances only of what once they were?

He spake, to whom I, answ'ring, thus replied.

O Peleus' son! Achilles! bravest far

Of all Achaia's race! I here arrived 580

Seeking Tiresias, from his lips to learn,

Perchance, how I might safe regain the coast

Of craggy Ithaca; for tempest-toss'd




Perpetual,
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