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HOMER's ODYSSEY.
Book XI.



For one short moment to my father's house, 610

They all should tremble; I would shew an arm,

Such as should daunt the fiercest who presumes

To injure him, or to despise his age.

Achilles spake, to whom I thus replied.

Of noble Peleus have I nothing heard; 615

But I will tell thee, as thou bidd'st, the truth

Unfeign'd of Neoptolemus thy son;

For him, myself, on board my hollow bark

From Scyros to Achaia's host convey'd.

Oft as in council under Ilium's walls 620

We met, he ever foremost was in speech,

Nor spake erroneous; Nestor and myself

Except, no Greecian could with him compare.

Oft, too, as we with battle hemm'd around

Troy's bulwarks, from among the mingled crowd 625

Thy son sprang foremost into martial act,

Inferior in heroic worth to none.

Beneath him num'rous fell the sons of Troy

In dreadful fight, nor have I pow'r to name

Distinctly all, who by his glorious arm 630

Exerted in the cause of Greece, expired.

Yet will I name Eurypylus, the son

Of Telephus, an Hero whom his sword

Of life bereaved, and all around him strew'd

The plain with his Cetean warriors, won 635








takes the whole for granted. Thus is the impetuous character of Achilles sustained to the last moment!
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