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Her household's governess without delay

Privately to him; she shall best inform

The ancient King that I have safe arrived. 185

He said, and urged him forth, who binding on

His sandals, to the city bent his way.

Nor went Eumæus from his home unmark'd

By Pallas, who in semblance of a fair

Damsel, accomplish'd in domestic arts, 190

Approaching to the cottage' entrance, stood

Opposite, by Ulysses plain discern'd,

But to his son invisible; for the Gods

Appear not manifest alike to all.

The mastiffs saw her also, and with tone 195

Querulous hid themselves, yet bark'd they not.

She beckon'd him abroad. Ulysses saw

The sign, and, issuing through the outer court,

Approach'd her, whom the Goddess thus bespake.

Laertes' progeny, for wiles renown'd! 200

Disclose thyself to thy own son, that, death

Concerting and destruction to your foes,

Ye may the royal city seek, nor long

Shall ye my presence there desire in vain,

For I am ardent to begin the fight. 205

Minerva spake, and with her rod of gold

Touch'd him; his mantle, first, and vest she made

Pure as new-blanch'd; dilating, next, his form,

She gave dimensions ampler to his limbs;

Swarthy again his manly hue became, 210
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