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HOMER's ODYSSEY.
Book XVI.



Round his full face, and black his bushy chin.

The change perform'd, Minerva disappear'd,

And the illustrious Hero turn'd again

Into the cottage; wonder at that sight

Seiz'd on Telemachus; askance he look'd, 215

Awe-struck, not unsuspicious of a God,

And in wing'd accents eager thus began.

Thou art no longer, whom I lately saw,

Nor are thy cloaths, nor is thy port the same.

Thou art a God, I know, and dwell'st in heav'n. 220

Oh, smile on us, that we may yield thee rites

Acceptable, and present thee golden gifts

Elaborate; ah spare us, Pow'r divine!

To whom Ulysses, Hero toil-inured.

I am no God. Why deem'st thou me divine? 225

I am thy father, for whose sake thou lead'st

A life of woe, by violence oppress'd.

So saying, he kiss'd his son, while from his cheeks

Tears trickled, tears till then, perforce restrained.

Telemachus, (for he believed him not 230

His father yet) thus, wond'ring, spake again.

My father, said'st thou? no. Thou art not He,

But some Divinity beguiles my soul

With mock'ries to afflict me still the more;

For never mortal man could so have wrought 235

By his own pow'r; some interposing God

Alone could render thee both young and old,

For old thou wast of late, and foully clad,
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