



	
	

	
	

	Page:The Iliad and Odyssey of Homer (IA iliadodysseyofho02home).pdf/404

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.
396
HOMER's ODYSSEY.
Book XVII.



To whom Ulysses, ever-wise, replied. 230

It is enough. I understand. Thou speak'st

To one intelligent. Let us depart,

And lead, thyself, the way; but give me, first,

(If thou have one already hewn) a staff

To lean on, for ye have described the road 235

Rugged, and ofttimes dang'rous to the foot.

So saying, his tatter'd wallet o'er his back

He cast, suspended by a leathern twist,

Eumæus gratified him with a staff,

And forth they went, leaving the cottage kept 240

By dogs and swains. He city-ward his King

Led on, in form a squalid beggar old,

Halting, and in unseemly garb attired.

But when, slow-travelling the craggy way,

They now approach'd the town, and had attain'd 245

The marble fountain deep, which with its streams

Pellucid all the citizens supplied,

(Ithacus had that fountain framed of old

With Neritus and Polyctor, over which

A grove of water-nourish'd alders hung 250

Circular on all sides, while cold the rill

Ran from the rock, on whose tall summit stood

The altar of the nymphs, by all who pass'd

With sacrifice frequented, still, and pray'r)

Melantheus, son of Dolius, at that fount 255

Met them; the chosen goats of ev'ry flock,

With two assistants, from the field he drove,
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