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The suitors' supper. He, seeing them both,

In surly accent boorish, such as fired

Ulysses with resentment, thus began. 260

Ay—this is well—The villain leads the vile—

Thus evermore the Gods join like to like.

Thou clumsy swine-herd, whither would'st conduct

This morsel-hunting mendicant obscene,

Defiler base of banquets? many a post 265

Shall he rub smooth that props him while he begs

Lean alms, sole object of his low pursuit,

Who ne'er to sword or tripod yet aspired.

Would'st thou afford him to me for a guard

Or sweeper of my stalls, or to supply 270

My kids with leaves, he should on bulkier thewes

Supported stand, though nourish'd but with whey.

But no such useful arts hath he acquired,

Nor likes he work, but rather much to extort

From others food for his unsated maw. 275

But mark my prophecy, for it is true,

At famed Ulysses' house should he arrive,

His sides shall shatter many a footstool hurl'd

Against them by the offended princes there.

He spake, and drawing nigh, with his rais'd foot, 280

Insolent as he was and brutish, smote

Ulysses' haunch, yet shook not from his path

The firm-set Chief, who, doubtful, mused awhile

Whether to rush on him, and with his staff

To slay him, or uplifting him on high, 285
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