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HOMER's ODYSSEY.
Book XVII.



Downward to dash him headlong; but his wrath

Restraining, calm he suffer'd the affront.

Him then Eumæus with indignant look

Rebuking, rais'd his hands, and fervent pray'd.

Nymphs of the fountains, progeny of Jove! 290

If e'er Ulysses on your altar burn'd

The thighs of fatted lambs or kidlings, grant

This my request. O let the Hero soon,

Conducted by some Deity, return!

So shall he quell that arrogance which safe 295

Thou now indulgest, roaming day by day

The city, while bad shepherds mar the flocks.

To whom the goat-herd answer thus return'd

Melantheus. Marvellous! how rare a speech

The subtle cur hath framed! whom I will send 300

Far hence at a convenient time on board

My bark, and sell him at no little gain.

I would, that he who bears the silver bow

As sure might pierce Telemachus this day

In his own house, or that the suitors might, 305

As that same wand'rer shall return no more!

He said, and them left pacing slow along,

But soon, himself, at his Lord's house arrived;

There ent'ring bold, he with the suitors sat

Opposite to Eurymachus, for him 310

He valued most. The sewers his portion placed

Of meat before him, and the maiden, chief

Directress of the household gave him bread.




And
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