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ing alone, but the simplest common sense and foresight
should impel every man of the present day to answer and
to act in that way. But not so. Men of the state con-
ception of life are of the opinion that to act in that way is
not necessary, and is even prejudicial to the attainment of
their object, the emancipation of men from slavery. They
hold that we must continue, like the police officer's peas-
ants, to flog one another, consoling ourselves with the 
reflection that we are talking away in the assemblies and
meetings, founding trades unions, marching through the
streets on the 1st of May, getting up conspiracies, and
stealthily teasing the government that is flogging us, and
that through all this it will be brought to pass that, by
enslaving ourselves in closer and closer bondage, we shall
very soon be free.

Nothing hinders the emancipation of men from slavery
so much as this amazing error. Instead of every man
directing his energies to freeing himself, to transforming
his conception of life, people seek for an external united
method of gaining freedom, and continue to rivet their
chains faster and faster.

It is much as if men were to maintain that to make up a
fire there was no need to kindle any of the coals, but that
all that was necessary was to arrange the coals in a certain
order. Yet the fact that the freedom of all men will be
brought about only through the freedom of individual
persons, becomes more and more clear as time goes on.
The freedom of individual men, in the name of the Chris-
tian conception of life, from state domination, which was
formerly an exceptional and unnoticed phenomenon, has of
late acquired threatening significance for state authorities.

If in a former age, in the Roman times, it happened that
a Christian confessed his religion and refused to take part
in sacrifices, and to worship the emperors or the gods; or
in the Middle Ages a Christian refused to worship images,
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