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the question of the practicality of ruling a world nation with
one law-making body. And if devolution of power takes place
what will be the relation of self-governing colonies to the
mother country?

But beyond this more or less nebulous theory looms the
immediately practical problem of French industry. The
French nation and French private industry have invested huge
sums in African colonies, considering black Africa alone. Dakar
is a modern city superimposed on a native market place. Its
public buildings, its vast harbor, its traffic are imposing.
Conakry has miles of warehouses beneath its beautiful palms.
No European country is so rapidly extending its African railways—one may ride from St. Louis over halfway to Timbuktu
and from Dakar 1,500 miles to the Gulf of Guinea.

The question is, then, will France be able to make her colonies paying industrial investments and at the same time centers
for such a new birth of Negro civilization and freedom as will attach to France the mass of black folk in unswerving loyalty and will to sacrifice. Such a double possibility is to-day by no means clear. French industry is fighting to-day a terrific battle in Europe for the hegemony of reborn Central Europe. The present probabilities are that the future spread of the industrial imperialism of the West will be largely under French leadership. French and Latin imperialism in industry will depend on alliance with western Asia, northern and central Africa, with the Congo rather than the Mediterranean as the southern boundary. Suppose that this new Latin imperialism emerging from the Great War developed a new antithesis to English imperialism where blacks and browns and yellows, subdued, cajoled and governed by. white men, form a laboring proletariat subject to a European white democracy which industry controls; suppose that, contrary to this, Latin Europe should evolve political control with black men and the Asiatics having a real voice in Colonial government, while both at home and in the colonies democracy in industry continued to progress; what would this cost? It would mean, of course, nothing less than the giving up of the idea of an exclusive White Man's World. would be a revolt and a tremendous
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