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THE OSTEOLOGY OF THE REPTILES



The Theromorpha have a longer neck, with at least six and probably seven vertebrae (Fig. 77), as shown by the lengths of the ribs, by the diapophyses, and more definitely by the position of the scapula and clavicles as observed in various specimens. These numbers, six or seven, are those given for the Therapsida, as this order is imperfectly known, and seven is the number that has remained so persistently in their descendants, the mammals. Modern chameleons have but five; true lizards, the Chelonia and Rhynchocephalia, eight; the monitor lizards, Crocodilia, Theropoda, Iguanodontia, and Ceratopsia, nine; the Pterosauria and Phytosauria, eight or nine; the Pseudosuchia, eight to ten; the Trachodontia and Sauropoda, as many as fifteen. It must be remembered, however, that in some cases these numbers are only approximately correct, dependent upon the interpretation of what constitutes a cervical vertebra by different observers.
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Fig. 77. Notochordal cervical vertebrae, with intercentra, of Ophiacodon, a primitive theromorph: pa, proatlas; an, arch of atlas; o, odontoid; ax, axis.







On the other hand, among strictly amphibious or aquatic reptiles there has been an increase or decrease in the number, the latter in the tail-propelling aquatic types. The ancient proganosaurs have ten or eleven; the dolichosaur lizards, thirteen; the nothosaurs, sixteen to twenty-one or twenty-two; the plesiosaurs, from thirteen to as many as seventy-six; probably also the increase in number among the trachodont and sauropod dinosaurs may be attributed to water










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_Osteology_of_the_Reptiles.pdf/118&oldid=7105425"


		Category: 	Validated




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 2 December 2017, at 18:46.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






