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Prometheus Chain'd




Or sight, or scuse of hearing, all things rolling 

Like the unreal imagery of dreams, 

In wild confusion mix'd? The lightsome wall 

Of finer masonry, the rafter'd roof 

They knew not; but, like ants still buried, delv'd[1]

Deep in the earth, and scoop'd their sunless caves. 

Unmark'd the seasons chang'd, the biting winter, 

The flow'r perfumed spring, the ripening summer 

Fertile of fruits. At random all their works, 

Till I instructed them to mark the stars, 



Their rising, and, an harder science yet[2], 




	↑ The translator has followed the emendation of Pauw; for though αεισορος be a proper and general epithet for the provident ants, who are therefore by Ovid styled frugilegæ, and it is to the purpose of Horace, when he says of this little animal, Ore trahit quodcunque potest, yet in this place it has no pertinent analogy to untutored barbarians dwelling in caves: it was not then the industrious forecast of the ant to which Æschylus had occasion to allude, but its nest scooped in the ground: {Greek|αεισορος}}conveys the precise idea.

	↑ Of the many advantages for which the translator is indebted to Æschylus the greatest and must valuable is the honour which he receives from the acquaintance of some persons of the highest rank, and the most distinguished eminence in literature; among these he is proud to reckon 

Richard Paul Jodrell, Esq.



 

This gentleman has been so kind as to communicate his own observations on one tragedy, the Siege of Thebes, with leave 'to the compiler of these notes to select from them such as might be found to coincide with his plan; a liberal use has been made of these, enough to make the reader regret that the pressing call for this publication would not admit of a delay, till the same learned person's observations on the other tragedies could be revised; but ex pede Herculem. 
The translator had religiously adhered to his original in the 
δυσμριτους δυσες v. 457. but was totally at a loss to account for the superior difficulty marking the setting of the stars. He took the liberty to communicate his embarrassment to Mr. Jodrell, and was immediately favoured with his judicious solution of the passage. 
 "It is difficult to ascertain the degree of knowledge, which the philosophers contemporary with Æschylus had of the fixed stars; for Hipparchus
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