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Prometheus Chain'd.




Whate'er betides, with him will I endure it. 

The vile betrayer I have learn'd to bate; 

There is no fouler stain, my soul abhors it. 

MERC. Remember you are warn'd; if ill o'ertake you 

Accuse not Fortune, lay not the blame on Jove, 

As by his hand sunk in calamities 

Unthought of, unforeseen: no, let the blame 

Light on yourselves; your folly not unwarn'd, 

Not unawares, but 'gainst your better knowledge, 

Involv'd you in th' inextricable toils. 


PROM. He fables not; I feel in very deed 

The firm earth rock; the thunder's deep'ning roar 

Rolls with redoubled rage; the bick'ring flames 

Flash thick; the eddying sands are whirl'd on high; 

In dreadful opposition the wild winds 

Rend the vex'd air; the boist'rous billows rise 

Confounding sea and sky; th' impetuous storm 

Rolls all its terrible fury on my head. 

Seest thou this, awful Themis; and thou, Ether, 

Thro' whose pure azure floats the general stream 

Of liquid light, see you what wrongs I suffer! 








and difficult situation. Consanguinity and affection brought them to the rock to commiserate the afflictions of Prometheus; hence they became interested in the action: as his sufferings were unjust, their office, which led them to favour the good, led them also to express their disapprobation of his punishment; but as it was inflicted by Jupiter, their piety and reverence would not permit them to oppose the king of the gods; all that remained for them was to condole with him, to give him friendly counsel, and to soften his inflamed resentment: their character is preserved with wonderful propriety and decorum. Even at the last, when nothing could prevail with him to abate his implacable spirit, and Mercury with much tenderness advised them to retire, and avoid the impending storm, they answer with a becoming firmness, that they could not be guilty of such a deed of baseness; ancient manners, which considered the desertion of a friend as the vilest of actions, required this sacrifice of their own safety.
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