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A HISTORY OF LINCOLNSHIRE



8 lb. of cake a day, the allowance was gradually increased to 16 lb., so that when sold off in the spring they were three-quarters fat. And what manure they made! Farming on the Lincoln Heath and the opposite range of hills to the Wolds was very similar. A farm of 500 acres having 125 acres of turnips would winter from ten to twelve sheep per acre, that is from 1,250 to 1,500 sheep, and in addition forty or fifty beasts in the straw-yard. About the middle of the nineteenth century the Lincolnshire labourers, who were said to be better paid, better housed, and better fed than those of any other county, were receiving from 12s. to 15s. a week, besides piece-work, such as filling manure, harvesting, etc. Nowadays the labourer earns 15s. a week the year round, added to which he will earn 3s. a week at piece-work—an average of 18s. a week the year round.

The confined men—such as foremen, shepherds, garthmen, who are engaged for the year, live in the cottages attached to the farms, and are expected to do the Sunday work and to work late if necessary—receive on an average 13s. or 14s. a week, with a house rent-free, 30 stones of bacon, and some 20 stones of potatoes. Junior waggoners receive from £12 to £15 a year and board, and senior waggoners up to £24 with board. On most big farms they are boarded with the foreman at a cost of 10s. a week per head. Married waggoners come under the same heading as confined men.

The following are the Government returns for the years 1904 and 1903:—


	
	
	1904 Acres
	1903 Acres

	Total acreage under crops and grass
	1,520,392
	1,518,571

	Corn Crops
	Wheat
	132,690
	158,571

	Barley or Bere
	211,285
	196,969

	Oats
	139,240
	133,577

	Rye
	3,004
	3,160

	Beans
	33,434
	28,912

	Peas
	33,800
	32,754

	Total
	553,453
	553,943

	Green Crops
	Potatoes
	76,249
	71,575

	Turnips and Swedes
	111,404
	112,019

	Mangold
	22,054
	22,119

	Cabbage, K.-Rabi, and Rape
	13,917
	12,903

	Vetches or Tares
	5,503
	6,123

	Other Crops
	12,229
	16,088

	Total
	241,356
	240,827

	Clover, Sainfoin,  and Grasses under rotation
	For Hay
	95,234
	104,210

	Not for Hay
	89,643
	90,997

	Total
	184,877
	195,207

	Permanent Pasture or  Grass not broken up in rotation, not including mountain and heath-land
	For Hay
	104,720
	108,248

	Not for Hay
	400,083
	392,441

	Total
	504,803
	500,689
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