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BACCHUS AND ARIADNE.









I will not say, for you can fancy well,

Her desolate feelings as she roamed the beach,

Hurled from the highest heaven of happy love!

But evening crimsoned the blue sea—a sound

Of music and of mirth came on the wind,

And radiant shapes and laughing nymphs danced by,

And he, the Theban God, looked on the maid,

And looked and loved, and was beloved again.

This is the moment that the picture gives:

He has just flung her starry crown on high,

And bade it there a long memorial shine

How a god loved a mortal. He is springing

From out his golden car—another bound—

Bacchus is by his Ariadne's side!

    Alvine. She loved again! Oh cold inconstancy!

This is not woman's love; her love should be
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