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DISCRIMINATION ON ACCOUNT OF VARNA.
141


treasure of old concealed in the ground, let him give one-half to Brāhmanas and place the other half in his treasury.

"The king obtains one-half of ancient hoards, and metals (found) in the ground by reason of his giving protection and because he is lord of the soil" (viii, 35-39).

Here also our means to find out how far this claim of the Brāhmanas was accepted are restricted to the dharma literature itself. The older writers, like Gautama and Vashistha, make the same statement.[1]  The later writer, Yajñavalkya,[2] repeats the same rule, but Vishnu-smriti, another late work, gives long, elaborate rules regarding the distribution of treasure-trove among different varnas.[3] Even though this writer differs considerably from the other writers in the number of details the principle underlying is essentially the same as in the rules found in our text.

There is very little in our text which advises a king to make distinction by castes in the matter of taxation. It advises that a king, even though dying with hunger, must not levy tax on a Shrotriya, and no Shrotriya, residing in his kingdom, should perish from hunger (vii, 133).


Further on it says: "Let the king make the common inhabitants of his realm who live by traffic, pay annually some trifle which is called tax. Mechanics and artisans, as well as Shūdras who subsist by manual




	↑ Gautama, x, 43-45; Vasishtha, iii, 13-14.

	↑ Yājñvalkya, ii, 34-35.

	↑ Vishnu-smriti, iii, 56-64.















[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_history_of_caste_in_India.pdf/161&oldid=11929903"


		Category: 	Proofread


Hidden category: 	Recto-verso headers using additional parameters




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 5 December 2021, at 08:35.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






