



	
	

	
	

	Page:The life of Charlotte Brontë (IA lifeofcharlotteb01gaskrich).pdf/228

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.
208
Life of Charlotte Brontë.



Bull; and at home he was as yet the cherished favourite.

Miss Branwell was unaware of the fermentation of
unoccupied talent going on around her. She was not
her nieces' confidante—perhaps no one so much older
could have been; but their father, from whom they
derived not a little of their adventurous spirit, was silently
cognisant of much of which Miss Branwell took no
note. Next to her nephew, the docile, pensive Anne
was her favourite. Miss Branwell had taken charge
of her from her infancy; she was always patient and
tractable, and would submit quietly to occasional
oppression, even when she felt it keenly. Not so her
two elder sisters; they made their opinions known,
when roused by any injustice. At such times, Emily
would express herself as strongly as Charlotte, although
perhaps less frequently. But, in general, notwithstanding that Miss Branwell might be occasionally unreasonable, she and her nieces went on smoothly
enough; and though they might now and then be
annoyed by petty tyranny, she still inspired them with
sincere respect, and not a little affection. They were,
moreover, grateful to her for many habits she had
enforced upon them, and which in time had become
second nature: order, method, neatness in everything;
a perfect knowledge of all kinds of household work;
an exact punctuality, and obedience to the laws of
time and place, of which no one but themselves, I
have heard Charlotte say, could tell the value in afterlife; with their impulsive natures, it was positive
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