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nephew and nieces eventually, but which she did not
like to risk. Still, this plan of school-keeping remained
uppermost; and in the evenings of this winter of
1839-40, the alterations that would be necessary in
the house, and the best way of convincing their aunt
of the wisdom of their project, formed the principal
subject of their conversation.

This anxiety weighed upon their minds rather heavily,
during the months of dark and dreary weather. Nor
were external events, among the circle of their friends,
of a cheerful character. In January 1840, Charlotte
heard of the death of a young girl who had been
a pupil of hers, and a schoolfellow of Anne's, at the
time when the sisters were together at Roe Head;
and had attached herself very strongly to the latter,
who, in return, bestowed upon her much quiet affection.
It was a sad day when the intelligence of this young
creature's death arrived. Charlotte wrote thus on
January 12th, 1840:—


 

"Your letter, which I received this morning, was one
of painful interest. Anne C., it seems, is dead; when
I saw her last, she was a young, beautiful, and happy
girl; and now 'life's fitful fever' is over with her, and
she 'sleeps well.' I shall never see her again. It is
a sorrowful thought; for she was a warm-hearted,
affectionate being, and I cared for her. Wherever I
seek for her now in this world, she cannot be found,
no more than a flower or a leaf which withered twenty
years ago. A bereavement of this kind gives one a
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