



	
	

	
	

	Page:The life of Charlotte Brontë (IA lifeofcharlotteb01gaskrich).pdf/232

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.
212
Life of Charlotte Brontë.



who are so many Melchisedecs, and have no father
nor mother but your own imagination
. . . . I am
sorry I did not exist fifty or sixty years ago, when
the 'Ladies' Magazine' was flourishing like a green
bay tree. In that case, I make no doubt, my aspirations after literary fame would have met with due encouragement, and I should have had the pleasure
of introducing Messrs. Percy and West into the very
best society, and recording all their sayings and doings
in double-columned close-printed pages

. . . . . I
recollect, when I was a child, getting hold of some
antiquated volumes, and reading them by stealth with
the most exquisite pleasure. You give a correct
description of the patient Grisels of those days. My
aunt was one of them; and to this day she thinks
the tales of the 'Ladies' Magazine' infinitely superior
to any trash of modern literature. So do I; for I
read them in childhood, and childhood has a very
strong faculty of admiration, but a very weak one of criticism

. . . . .
I am pleased that you cannot
quite decide whether I am an attorney's clerk or a
novel-reading dressmaker. I will not help you at all
in the discovery; and as to my handwriting, or the
lady-like touches in my style and imagery, you must
not draw any conclusion from that—I may employ an
amanuensis. Seriously, sir, I am very much obliged
to you for your kind and candid letter. I almost
wonder you took the trouble to read and notice the
novelette of an anonymous scribe, who had not even
the manners to tell you whether he was a man or a
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