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Life of Charlotte Brontë.



this must be borne in mind while reading the following
letters. And it must likewise be borne in mind—by
those who, surviving her, look back upon her life from
their mount of observation,—how no distaste, no suffering
ever made her shrink from any course which she believed
it to be her duty to engage in.


 


"March 3, 1841.

"I told you some time since, that I meant to get a
situation, and when I said so my resolution was quite
fixed. I felt that however often I was disappointed, I
had no intention of relinquishing my efforts. After being
severely baffled two or three times,—after a world of
trouble in the way of correspondence and interviews,—I have at length succeeded, and am fairly established in my new place.




"The house is not very large, but exceedingly comfortable and well regulated; the grounds are fine and extensive. In taking the place, I have made a large sacrifice in
the way of salary, in the hope of securing comfort,—by
which word I do not mean to express good eating and
drinking, or warm fire, or a soft bed, but the society of
cheerful faces, and minds and hearts not dug out of a
lead-mine, or cut from a marble quarry. My salary is
not really more than 16l. per annum, though it is
nominally 20l., but the expense of washing will be
deducted therefrom. My pupils are two in number, a
girl of eight, and a boy of six. As to my employers,
you will not expect me to say much about their characters.
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