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Life of Charlotte Brontë.



is a thing we could none of us reconcile our minds to
for a moment. We do not care how modest, how
humble our commencement be, so it be made on sure
grounds, and have a safe foundation. In thinking of
all possible and impossible places where we could
establish a school, I have thought of Burlington, or
rather of the neighbourhood of Burlington. Do you
remember whether there was any other school there
besides that of Miss ———? This is, of course, a
perfectly crude and random idea. There are a hundred
reasons why it should be an impracticable one. We
have no connections, no acquaintances there; it is far
from home, &c. Still, I fancy the ground in the East
Riding is less fully occupied than in the West. Much
inquiry and consideration will be necessary, of course,
before any place is decided on; and I fear much time
will elapse before any plan is executed
. . . . . .
Write as soon as you can. I shall not leave my
present situation till my future prospects assume a
more fixed and definite aspect."


 

A fortnight afterwards, we see that the seed has been
sown which was to grow up into a plan materially
influencing her future life.


 


"August 7th, 1841.

"This is Saturday evening; I have put the children
to bed; now I am going to sit down and answer
your letter. I am again by myself—housekeeper and
governess—for Mr. and Mrs. ——— are staying at ———.
To speak truth, though I am solitary while they are
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