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away, it is still by far the happiest part of my time.
The children are under decent control, the servants
are very observant and attentive to me, and the
occasional absence of the master and mistress relieves
me from the duty of always endeavouring to seem
cheerful and conversable. Martha ———, it appears, is
in the way of enjoying great advantages; so is Mary,
for you will be surprised to hear that she is returning
immediately to the Continent with her brother; not,
however, to stay there, but to take a month's tour and
recreation. I have had a long letter from Mary, and
a packet containing a present of a very handsome black
silk scarf, and a pair of beautiful kid gloves, bought
at Brussels. Of course, I was in one sense pleased
with the gift—pleased that they should think of me
so far off, amidst the excitements of one of the most
splendid capitals of Europe; and yet it felt irksome
to accept it. I should think Mary and Martha have
not more than sufficient pocket-money to supply themselves. I wish they had testified their regard by a less expensive token. Mary's letters spoke of some of the
pictures and cathedrals she had seen—pictures the most
exquisite, cathedrals the most venerable. I hardly
know what swelled to my throat as I read her letter:
such a vehement impatience of restraint and steady
work; such a strong wish for wings—wings such as
wealth can furnish; such an urgent thirst to see, to
know, to learn; something internal seemed to expand
bodily for a minute. I was tantalised by the consciousness of faculties unexercised,—then all collapsed, and
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