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In that mansion were held all the splendid feasts of
the Grand Serment des Arbalétriers. The master-archer lived there constantly, in order to be ever at hand to render his services to the guild. The great
saloon was also used for the court balls and festivals,
when the archers were not admitted. The Infanta
caused other and smaller houses to be built in her
new street, to serve as residences for her "garde
noble;" and for her "garde bourgeoise," a small
habitation each, some of which still remain, to remind
us of English almshouses. The "great mansion,"
with its quadrangular form; the spacious saloon—once used for the archducal balls, where the dark, grave Spaniards mixed with the blond nobility
of Brabant and Flanders—now a school-room for Belgian girls; the cross-bow men's archery-ground—all are there—the pensionnat of Madame Héger.

This lady was assisted in the work of instruction
by her husband—a kindly, wise, good, and religious
man—whose acquaintance I am glad to have made,
and who has furnished me with some interesting
details, from his wife's recollections and his own, of the
two Miss Brontës during their residence in Brussels.
He had the better opportunities of watching them, from
his giving lessons in the French language and literature
in the school. A short extract from a letter, written
to me by a French lady resident in Brussels, and well
qualified to judge, will help to show the estimation in which he is held.
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