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Life of Charlotte Brontë.



almost as private and retired as if they had been in a separate apartment.

During the hours of recreation, which were always
spent in the garden, they invariably walked together,
and generally kept a profound silence; Emily, though
so much the taller, leaning on her sister. Charlotte
would always answer when spoken to, taking the lead in
replying to any remark addressed to both; Emily rarely
spoke to any one. Charlotte's quiet, gentle manner never
changed. She was never seen out of temper for a
moment; and, occasionally, when she herself had
assumed the post of English teacher, and the impertinence or inattention of her pupils was most irritating, a slight increase of colour, a momentary sparkling of
the eye, and more decided energy of manner, were the
only outward tokens she gave of being conscious of the
annoyance to which she was subjected. But this dignified
endurance of hers subdued her pupils, in the long run,
far more than the voluble tirades of the other mistresses.
My informant adds:—"The effect of this manner was
singular. I can speak from personal experience. I was
at that time high-spirited and impetuous, not respecting
the French mistresses; yet, to my own astonishment, at
one word from her, I was perfectly tractable; so much
so, that at length M. and Madame Héger invariably
preferred all their wishes to me through her; the other
pupils did not, perhaps, love her as I did, she was so
quiet and silent, but all respected her."

With the exception of that part which describes her
manner as English teacher—an office which she did not
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