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Life of Charlotte Brontë.




CHAPTER XII.




Towards the end of January, the time came for
Charlotte to return to Brussels. Her journey thither
was rather disastrous. She had to make her way
alone; and the train from Leeds to London, which
should have reached Euston-square early in the
afternoon, was so much delayed that it did not get in
till ten at night. She had intended to seek out the
Chapter Coffee-house, where she had stayed before,
and which would have been near the place where
the steam-boats lay; but she seems to have been
frightened by the idea of arriving at an hour which,
to Yorkshire notions, was so late and unseemly; and
taking a cab, therefore, at the station, she drove
straight to the London Bridge Wharf, and desired a
waterman to row her to the Ostend packet, which was
to sail the next morning. She described to me, pretty
much as she has since described it in "Villette," her
sense of loneliness, and yet her strange pleasure in the
excitement of the situation, as in the dead of that
winter's night she went swiftly over the dark river
to the black hull's side, and was at first refused leave
to ascend to the deck. "No passengers might sleep on
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