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DEPRESSION AND HOME-SICKNESS.
297


of the sort. Everybody is abundantly civil, but homesickness keeps creeping over me. I cannot shake it off. Believe me, very merrily, vivaciously, gaily, yours.



" C. B."

The grandes vacances began soon after the date of
this letter, when she was left in the great deserted
pensionnat, with only one teacher for a companion.
This teacher, a Frenchwoman, had always been
uncongenial to her; but, left to each other's sole
companionship, Charlotte soon discovered that her
associate was more profligate, more steeped in a kind
of cold, systematic sensuality, than she had before
imagined it possible for a human being to be; and her
whole nature revolted from this woman's society. A
low nervous fever was gaining upon Miss Brontë. She
had never been a good sleeper, but now she could not
sleep at all. Whatever had been disagreeable, or
obnoxious, to her during the day, was presented when
it was over with exaggerated vividness to her disordered
fancy. There were causes for distress and anxiety in
the news from home, particularly as regarded Branwell.
In the dead of the night, lying awake at the end of the
long deserted dormitory, in the vast and silent house,
every fear respecting those whom she loved, and who
were so far off in another country, became a terrible
reality, oppressing her and choking up the very life-blood in her heart. Those nights were times of sick, dreary, wakeful misery; precursors of many such in after years.
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