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THE PURPLE PENNANT



two and one Newton could afford to waste one,
and after he had tried the patience of the crowd
by repeated efforts to catch Gordon napping at
first, he sent in a slow ball that Scott refused.
Then, since the batsman had two strikes on him
and would naturally not risk an attempt to bunt,
Newton tried to end the agony by sending a
straight ball waist-high over the outer corner of
the plate. Whereupon Scott did exactly what he'd
been told to do and laid the ball down very neatly
halfway between plate and box and streaked to
first. He almost made it, too, but a quick turn and
throw by Newton beat him by a foot. Gordon,
however, was safely on second, and Clearfield rejoiced
loudly.

Cotner continued the bunting game, but although
he advanced Gordon to third his bunt went
straight to the waiting third-baseman, who had
been playing well in, and he made the second out.
Warner Jones got a fine round of applause as he
stepped to the bat and there were cries of "Give
us a home-run, Cap!" "Knock the cover off it!"
"Here's where we score!" At third-base Gordon
ran back and forth along the path and the coach
shouted vociferously, but Newton refused to get
rattled. Instead, to the deep disgust of the Clearfield


adherents, he pitched four wide balls and
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