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THE REIGN OF GREED



Abaka,[1] and from appearances they were going to shoot
him.

Many of our visitors were displeased with the exhibition.
They talked of rules of art, they sought proportion—one
said that this figure did not have seven heads, that the face
lacked a nose, having only three, all of which made Padre
Camorra somewhat thoughtful, for he did not comprehend
how a figure, to be correct, need have four noses and seven
heads. Others said, if they were muscular, that they could
not be Indians; still others remarked that it was not
sculpture, but mere carpentry. Each added his spoonful
of criticism, until Padre Camorra, not to be outdone, ventured
to ask for at least thirty legs for each doll, because,
if the others wanted noses, could n’t he require feet? So
they fell to discussing whether the Indian had or had not
any aptitude for sculpture, and whether it would be advisable
to encourage that art, until there arose a general dispute,
which was cut short by Don Custodio’s declaration that
the Indians had the aptitude, but that they should devote
themselves exclusively to the manufacture of saints.

“One would say,” observed Ben-Zayb, who was full of
bright ideas that night, “that this Chinaman is Quiroga,
but on close examination it looks like Padre Irene. And
what do you say about that British Indian? He looks like
Simoun!”

Fresh peals of laughter resounded, while Padre Irene
rubbed his nose.

“That’s right!”

“It’s the very image of him!”

“But where is Simoun? Simoun should buy it.”

But the jeweler had disappeared, unnoticed by any one.

“Puñales!” exclaimed Padre Camorra, “how stingy the
American is! He’s afraid we would make him pay the
admission for all of us into Mr. Leeds’ show.”



	↑ Abaka is the fiber obtained from the leaves of the Musa textilis and is known commercially as Manila hemp. As it is exclusively a product of the Philippines, it may be taken here to symbolize the country.—Tr.
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