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The Stoic Philosophy



Day-of-Judgment sense, and will take no, half-measures. The principle turns out to be not nearly so harmless as it looked. It begins by making a clean sweep of the ordinary conventions. You remember the eighteenth-century lady’s epitaph which ends: “Bland, passionate, and deeply religious, she was second cousin to the Earl of Leitrim, and of such is the kingdom of heaven.” One doubts whether, when the critical moment came, her relationships would really prove as important as her executors hoped; and  it is the same with all the conventional goods of the world when brought before the bar of Zeno. Rank, riches, social  distinction, health, pleasure, barriers of race or nation—what will those things matter before the tribunal of ultimate
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