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Twilight Sleep




to help us get Lita away for Easter. I thought she
might put in a word—"

It was Pauline's turn to smile. "Perhaps she
might. What I came for was to say that if Lita
doesn't quiet down and behave reasonably she may
find herself thrown on her aunt's hands again. I
think that will produce an effect on Kitty. I shall
make it perfectly clear that they are not to count
on me financially if Lita leaves Jim." She glanced
brightly at Manford, instinctively awaiting his
approval.

But the expected response did not come.
face grew blurred and uncertain, and for a moment
he said nothing. Then he muttered: "It's all very
unfortunate 
. . . a stupid muddle

. . ."

Pauline caught the change in his tone. It suggested that her last remark, instead of pleasing him,
had raised between them one of those invisible barriers against which she had so often bruised her
perceptions. And just as she had thought that he
and she were really in touch again!

"We mustn't be hard on her 

. . . we mustn't
judge her without hearing both sides 

. . ." he went on.


"But of course not." It was just the sort of thing she wanted him to say, but not in the voice in which he said it. The voice was full of hesitation and embarrassment. Could it be her presence which embarrassed him? With Manford one could never tell. She suggested, almost timidly: "But
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