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Twilight Sleep




carried out into the rushing darkness of a sea
splashed with millions of stars. Just the thought of
a friendly evening, an evening of simple comradeship, could do that; could give her back her youth,
yes, and the courage to persevere. She put her hand
through his arm, and knew by his silence that he was
thinking her thoughts. That was the final touch of
magic.


 

"You really want to go to the Housetop?" he
questioned, leaning back to light his cigar with a
leisurely air, as if there need never again be any
hurrying about anything. Their dinner at the little
Italian restaurant was nearly over. They had conscientiously explored the paste, the frutte di mare,
the fritture and the cheese-and-tomato mixtures, and
were ending up with a foaming sabaione. The room
was low-ceilinged, hot, and crowded with jolly noisy
people, mostly Italians, over whom, at unnoticed intervals, an olive-tinted musician with blue-white eye-balls showered trills and twangings. His music did
not interrupt the conversation, but merely obliged
the diners to shout a little louder; a pretext of which
they joyfully availed themselves. Nona, at first,
had found the noise a delicious shelter for her talk
with Heuston; but now it was beginning to stifle her.
"Let's get some fresh air first," she said.

"All right. We'll walk for a while."


They pushed back their chairs, wormed a way through the packed tables, got into their wraps, and
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