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Twilight Sleep




too? If only they would all talk things out with
her—help her to understand, instead of moving
about her in the obscurity, like so many burglars
with dark lanterns! This image jerked her attention back to the Cedarledge estimates, and wearily
she adjusted her eye-glasses and took up her
pencil
. . .

Her maid rapped. "What dress, please,
madam?" To be sure—they were dining that evening with the Walter Rivingtons. It was the first
time they had invited Pauline since her divorce from
Wyant; Mrs. Rivington's was the only house left in
which the waning traditions of old New York still
obstinately held out, and divorce was regarded as a
social disadvantage. But they had taken Manford's
advice successfully in a difficult case, and were too
punctilious not to reward him in the one way he
would care about. The Rivingtons were the last
step of the Manford ladder.

"The silver moiré, and my pearls." That would
be distinguished and exclusive-looking. Pauline was
thankful Dexter had definitely promised to go with
her—he was getting so restive nowadays about what
he had taken to calling her dull dinners

. . .


The telephone again—this time Dexter's voice. Pauline listened apprehensively, wondering if it would do to speak to him now about Amalasuntha's extraordinary announcement, or whether it might be more tactful to wait. He was so likely to be
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