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MANFORD, the day after his daughter had
caught sight of him at the Housetop,
started out early for one of his long
tramps around the Park. He was not
due at his office till ten, and he wanted first to walk
himself tired.

For some years after his marriage he had kept
a horse in town, and taken his morning constitutional in the saddle; but the daily canter over the
same bridle paths was too much like the circuit of
his wife's flower-garden. He took to his feet to
make it last longer, and when there was no time to
walk had in a masseur who prepared him, in the
same way as everybody else, for the long hours of
sedentary hurry known as "business." The New
York routine had closed in on him, and he sometimes felt that, for intrinsic interest, there was little
to choose between Pauline's hurry and his own.
They seemed, all of them—lawyers, bankers,
brokers, railway-directors and the rest—to be
cheating their inner emptiness with activities as
futile as those of the women they went home to.


It was all wrong—something about it was fundamentally wrong. They all had these colossal plans
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