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fair to judge her in her present surroundings, ideal
as they were in one way—a way that unfortunately
didn't happen to be hers! Mrs. Landish persisted
in assuming Manford's complete comprehension
. . . "If Jim could only be made to understand
as you do; to see that ordinary standards don't
apply to these rare natures

. . . Why, has the
child told you what Klawhammer has offered her to
turn one film for him, before even having seen her
dance, just on the strength of what Jack Staley and
Ardwin had told him?"

Ah—there it was! The truth was out. Mrs.
Landish, always in debt, and always full of crazy
schemes for wasting more money, had seen a gold
mine in the exploitation of her niece's gifts. The
divorce, instead of frightening her, delighted her.
Manford smiled as he thought how little she would
be moved by Pauline's threat to cut off the young
couple. Pauline sometimes forgot that, even in her
own family, her authority was not absolute. She
could certainly not compete financially with Hollywood, and Mrs. Landish's eyes were on Hollywood.


"Dear Mr. Manford—but you look shocked! Absolutely shocked! Does the screen really frighten you? How funny!" Mrs. Landish, drawing her rambling eyebrows together, seemed trying to picture the inner darkness of such a state. "But surely you know the smartest people are going in for it? Why, the Marchesa di San Fedele was showing me the other day a photograph of that beautiful son of
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