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Twilight Sleep




She put her arms about him, and he submitted to
her kiss. "Give me time," she said, not knowing
what else to answer.

After he had gone she sat motionless, weighed
down with half-comprehended misery. This business of living—how right she had been to feel, in
her ignorance, what a tortured tangle it was!
Where, for instance, did one's own self end and
one's neighbour's begin? And how tell the locked
tendrils apart in the delicate process of disentanglement? Her precocious half-knowledge of the
human dilemma was combined with a youthful belief
that the duration of pain was proportioned to its
intensity. And at that moment she would have
hated any one who had tried to persuade her of the
contrary. The only honourable thing about suffering
was that it should not abdicate before indifference.

She got up, and her glance fell on the telegram which she had pushed aside when her brother entered. She still had her hat on, her feet were turned toward the door. But the door seemed to open into a gray unpeopled world suddenly shorn of its magic. She moved back into the room and tore up the telegram.
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