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to divorce him, didn't you? And I refused to do—what Cleo Merrick's doing. And here we both are,
sitting on the ruins; and that's the end of it, as far
as you and I are concerned."

"But it's not the end—it's not too late. I tell you
it's not too late! He'll leave her even now if you
ask him to 
. . . I know he will!"

Nona stood up with a dry laugh. "Thank you,
Aggie. Perhaps he would—only we shall never
find out."

"Never find out? When I keep telling you—"

"Because even if I've been a coward that's no
reason why I should be a cad." Nona was buttoning
her coat and clasping her fur about her neck with
quick precise movements, as if wrapping herself
close against the treacherous sweetness that was be-
ginning to creep into her veins. Suddenly she felt
she could not remain a moment longer in that stifling
room, face to face with that stifling misery.

"The better woman's got him—let her keep
him," she said.

She put out her hand, and for a moment Aggie's
cold damp fingers lay in hers. Then they were pulled
away, and Aggie caught Nona by the sleeve. "But
Nona, listen! I don't understand you. Isn't it
what you've always wanted?"

"Oh, more than anything in life!" the girl cried,
turning breathlessly away.


The outer door swung shut on her, and on the steps she stood still and looked back at the ruins on
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