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AT the gates of Cedarledge Pauline lifted
her head from a last hurried study of the
letters and papers Maisie Bruss had
thrust into the motor.

The departure from town had been tumultuous.
Up to the last minute there had been the usual rush
and trepidation, Maisie hanging on the footboard,
Powder and the maid hurrying down with final messages and recommendations.

"Here's another batch of bills passed by the
architect, Mrs. Manford. And he asks if you'd
mind—"

"Yes, yes; draw another cheque for five thousand, Maisie, and send it to me with the others to
be signed."

"And the estimates for the new orchid-house.
The contractor says building-materials are going up
again next week, and he can't guarantee, unless you
telephone at once—"

"Has madame the jewel-box? I put it under the
rug myself, with madame's motor-bag."

"Thank you, Cécile. Yes, it's here."

"And is the Maison Herminie to deliver the green and gold teagown here or—"
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