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Twilight Sleep




ent on her; it was only time that lacked—always
time! Dependents and all, they were swept away
with her in the same ceaseless rush. When now
and then one of them dropped by the way she was
sorry, and sent back first aid, and did all she could;
but the rush never stopped; it couldn't stop; when
one did a kindness one could only fling it at its
object and whirl by.

The blessed peace of the country! Pauline drew
a deep breath of content. Never before had she
approached Cedarledge with so complete a sense of
possessorship. The place was really of her own
making, for though the house had been built and the
grounds laid out years before she had acquired the
property, she had stamped her will and her wealth
on every feature. Pauline was persuaded that she
was fond of the country—but what she was really
fond of was doing things to the country, and owning,
with this object, as many acres of it as possible. And
so it had come about that every year the Cedarledge
estate had pushed the encircling landscape farther
back, and substituted for its miles of golden-rod and
birch and maple more acres of glossy lawn, and more
specimen limes and oaks and cut-leaved beeches,
domed over more and more windings of expensive
shrubbery.


From the farthest gate it was now a drive of two miles to the house, and Pauline found even this too short for her minutely detailed appreciation of what lay between her and her threshold. In the village,
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