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THE last day before her husband's arrival
had been exhausting to Pauline; but she
could not deny that the results were
worth the effort. When had she ever
before heard Dexter say on such a full note of satisfaction: "Jove, but it's good to be back! What
have you done to make the place look so jolly?",
or seen his smiling glance travel so observantly about
the big hall with its lamps and flowers and blazing
hearth? "Well, Lita, this is better than town, eh?
You didn't know what a good place Cedarledge
could be! Don't rush off upstairs—they're bringing
the baby down. Come over to the fire and warm
up; it's nipping here in the hills. Hullo, Nona, you
quiet mouse—didn't even see you, curled up there
in your corner
. . ."


Yes; the arrival had been perfect. Even Lita's kiss had seemed spontaneous. And Dexter had praised everything, noticed all the improvements; had voluntarily announced that he meant to inspect the new heating system and the model chicken hatchery the next morning. "Wonderful, what a way you have of making things a hundred per cent better when they seemed all right before! I suppose even
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