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Twilight Sleep




time she'll imagine it was a big house-party,"
Pauline reflected.

"Very well, Powder. Please telephone that I
shall expect the Marchesa next Saturday."

That gave them, at any rate, the inside of a week
to themselves. After six days alone with his women-kind perhaps even Dexter would not be sorry for a
little society; and if so, Pauline, with the Marchesa
as a bait, could easily drum up a country-neighbour
dinner. The Toys, she happened to remember,
were to be at the Greystock Country Club over
Easter. She smiled at the thought that this might
have made Dexter decide to give up California for
Cedarledge. She was not afraid of Mrs. Toy any
longer, and even recognized that her presence in the
neighbourhood might be useful. Pauline could
never wholly believe—at least not for many hours
together—that people could be happy in the country
without all sorts of social alleviations; and six days
of quiet seemed to her measurable only in terms of
prehistoric eras. When had her mind ever had such
a perspective to range over? Knowing it could be
shortened at will she sighed contentedly, and decided to devote the morning to the study of a new
refrigerating system she had recently seen advertised.


Dexter had not yet made his tour of inspection with her; but that was hardly surprising. The first morning he had slept late, and lounged about on the terrace in the balmy sunshine. In the afternoon
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