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Twilight Sleep




of our having persuaded her to come here? Your
father ought to have refused to go."

"If he had, there were plenty of people lunching
at Greystock who would have taken her on. You
know—the cocktail crowd. That's why father sacrificed himself."

Pauline reflected. "I see. Your father always
has to sacrifice himself. I suppose there's no use
trying to make Lita listen to reason."

"Not unless one humours her a little. Father sees
that. We mustn't let her get bored here—she won't
stay if we do."

Pauline felt a sudden weariness in all her bones.
It was as if the laboriously built-up edifice of the
simple life at Cedarledge had already crumbled into
dust at a kick of Lita's little foot. The engine-house, the poultry yard, the new burglar-alarm and
the heating of the swimming pool—when would
Dexter ever have time to inspect and admire them,
if he was to waste his precious holiday in scouring
the country after Lita?

"Then I suppose you and I dine alone," Pauline said, turning a pinched little smile on her daughter.
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